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ABSTRACT: 

The dielectric properties of modified clays from the central northern region of Hungary have 

been investigated. A series of samples with varying sawdust / clay ratios were prepared and 

saturated with water. During the drying process (at room temperature) the loss of mass and 

the changes in the dielectric properties were measured periodically. The dielectric data was 

evaluated from the point of view of water content, sawdust content and relative weight loss. 

We have found that the dielectric values have logarithmic dependence on the mass loss 

values. Thus, it gives more sensitive indication of dehydration with higher accuracy than the 

usual measurement of weight loss. 
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