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Abstract: This paper presents a dual-band, sub-6GHz, and millimeter-wave antenna for fifth-generation mobile 
communication devices. This antenna works on sub-6 GHz and millimeter-wave frequency band with one center 
frequency as 3.6 GHz and a wideband in millimeter-wave range. This prototype is designed on an FR-4 substrate 
of a thickness of 1.6 mm. The simulations are performed on CST. It offers a bandwidth of 700 MHz and gain of 1.5 
dBi in the sub-6 GHz band and 15 GHz bandwidth in the mm-wave band with a gain of more than 3.5 dBi. The 
radiation efficiency of more than 75% in the sub-6 GHz band and more than 55% for the mm-wave band. Both 
operating bands can be controlled independently. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
Antennas are essential devices for any wireless communication and researches is going on for increasing the 
speed of wireless communication. 5G standards are proposed with two operating bands, one sub-6 GHz band, 
and an mm-wave band. Getting both bands on the same device and the same chip or substrate is the task for 
the future and the work proposed in this paper is based on the same challenge.  
A MIMO antenna system for the fourth generation and fifth generation applications is designed to work at 2.1 
GHz and 12.5 GHz frequency is fabricated RO-4350 substrate. DGS is used to improve isolation and MIMO 
port efficiency.[1] A MIMO 8X8 antenna operating at 15 GHz for 5G communication is prepared on Duroid 
Rogers 5880 substrate. The author claims to achieve high gain and high isolation for both indoor and outdoor 
access.[2] An eight-antenna MIMO antenna array operating 4G band (2.496-2.69 GHz) and 5G band (3.3-3.7 
GHz) for metal-framed mobile phone is presented. The total efficiency of 50% to 60%  and gains from 1.2 to 
2.5 dBi is obtained.[3] A hybrid MIMO antenna for 4G/5G multi-mode smartphone applications are discussed 
by the author that covers GSM850/900/1800/1900, UMTS2100, LTE2300/2500, and 5G band from 3400–3600 
MHz with antenna efficiency, gain, and ECC meeting the requirements of MIMO systems.[4] A compact 3D 
meandered loop antenna for WWAN/LTE mobile applications with seven resonant frequencies is presented. 
The loop itself is responsible for generating four resonant frequencies and the other three are generated by 
three parasitic elements that are placed in proximity of the meandered loop. The measurements are done after 
placing the antenna system in the mobile case, which makes the results more practical.[5] A reconfigurable 
antenna incorporating a Digitally Tunable Capacitor (DTC) for resonating over an extended range of 
frequency band including PCS, UMTS, 4G, and 3.5GHz band of 5G communication system.[6] A 2 × 2 planar 
MIMO antenna system is proposed whose resonant frequency ranges from 2GHz to 12GHz, i.e. ultra-
wideband (fractional bandwidth=143.2%) with maximum measured gain value of 4.8 dB.[7][8] A four port 
slot antenna is presented in the article that also operates in the sub-6 GHz band for the 5G communication 
systems. [10]  
Both operating frequencies are very different, and the gap between the two frequencies is huge. Getting an 
antenna to operate on both frequencies can solve many challenges of future 5G technology. The analysis on 
both frequencies in a single simulation takes a lot of time, memory and the same boundary definition will not 
provide proper results. So, a single simulation for the complete band from 0 to 40 4GHz is done and then 
separate simulation on sub-bands from 2 to 5 GHz and 14 to 36 GHz. The results show that the antenna works 
on both proposed bands of 5G technology. 
2. ANTENNA DESIGN 
This antenna is inspired by the antenna in [9], which is a UWB antenna with defected ground structure. 
Figure 1 (a) shows the transparent model of the antenna in which both top and bottom layers are visible. 
Figure 1(b) shows the top layer on the antenna that has the antenna patch and the feed line. The dimensions 
are marked and the optimized values are given in Table I. Figure 1(c) depicts the bottom layer of the antenna 
with the defected ground structure. IT has two L slots to generate UWB characteristics and the patch is 
responsible for the 3.6 GHz operating frequency band.  
The E shape is cut out from the patch to increase the electrical length of the antenna so that the same antenna 
can resonate in the sub-6 GHz band of the 5G communication systems. The antenna is proposed on FR-4 



ANNALS of Faculty Engineering Hunedoara – INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ENGINEERING 
Tome XIX [2021]  |  Fascicule 3 [August] 

34 |  F a s c i c u l e 3  

substrate, which is very effective and readily available. The antenna is fed with 50-ohm microstrip 
transmission line and the simulations were carried out using CST Microwave Studio. 

(a) (b) (c) 
Figure 1: The proposed antenna, (a) Transparent View (b) Front-View (c) Back-View 

Table 1: Design Parameters 
Parameter Value (mm) Parameter Value (mm) Parameter Value (mm) Parameter Value (mm) 

a 8.5 e 1 n 2.1 Lf 3.8 
b 4.45 f 0.8 p 5.75 Ws 13.5 
c 7.95 Lg 3.4 Ls 22 H 1.6 
d 1.6 m 2.3 Wf 1.6   

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Figure 2 shows the s-parameter for the antenna, in which one can observe that the antenna operates at 3.6 
GHz band, 5.7 GHz, wide-band from 18 to GHz band, and at 38 GHz band. Figure 3(a) and figure 3(b) shows 
the s-parameter for the sub-6 GHz band, and mm-wave band separately. Around 700 MHz 10 dB bandwidth 
in sub-6 GHz band and 15 GHz bandwidth in the mm-wave band is available. 

 
Figure 2: S-Parameter of the Proposed Antenna (0 to 40 GHz) 

(a) (b) 
Figure 3: S-Parameter of the Proposed Antenna (a) Sub-6 GHz band (b mm-wave band 

Figure 4 shows the radiation efficiency of the proposed antenna and more than 75% radiation efficiency is 
achieved at 3.6 GHz and around 60% radiation is observed at 28 GHz frequency. Although the s-parameter 
for 5.5 GHz and 38 GHz, less than -10 dB but the radiation efficiency is below 50% so it is not appropriate to 
consider it as the operation band of the antenna. 
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Figure 4: Radiation efficiency v/s Frequency 

 
Figure 5: Surface Current at 3.6 GHz Figure 6: Surface Current at 5.5 GHz 

(a) (b) 
Figure 7: 3D Antenna Radiation Pattern for antenna 1 (a) At 3.6 GHz (b) At 5.5 GHz 

(a) (b) 
Figure 8: 2D Antenna Radiation Pattern for antenna 1 (a) At 3.6 GHz (b) At 5.5 GHz 
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The surface current distribution of the antenna for 3.6 GHz and 28 GHz is shown in Figure 5 and Figure 6 
respectively. At 3.6 GHz, the high current density is observed around the patch, so it is validated that the 
patch is responsible for antenna radiation at 3.6 GHz. From figure 6, it is observed that the L slots in the 
ground plane are having a high current density at 28 GHz around 143 A/m. So the same antenna radiates at 
3.6 GHz and at 28 GHz. 
Figure 7 (a) and (b) shows the 3D radiation pattern at 3.6 GHz and 28 GHz and the obtained gain is 1.42 dB 
and 3.56 dB respectively. Figure 8 (a) and (b) shows the polar plot of the antenna at 3.6 GHz. It is evident that 
the radiation pattern forms a figure of eight.  
4. CONCLUSION 
In this paper, a dual-band, sub-6GHz, and millimeter-wave antenna for fifth-generation mobile 
communication devices. This antenna works on sub-6 GHz and millimeter-wave frequency band with one 
center frequency as 3.6 GHz and a wideband in millimeter-wave range. This prototype is designed on an FR-
4 substrate of a thickness of 1.6 mm. The simulations are performed on CST. It offers a bandwidth of 700 MHz 
and a gain of 1.5 dBi in the sub-6 GHz band and 15 GHz bandwidth in the mm-wave band with a gain of more 
than 3.5 dBi. The radiation efficiency of more than 75% in the sub-6 GHz band and more than 55% for the 
mm-wave band. Both operating bands can be controlled independently. The proposed antenna can be a good 
candidate to be installed in future I-pads and wi-fi devices or portable wi-fi routers. 
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